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I During T"ecembf r, Januar: and ; ebrum the Embassy! s two public‘atians

“ orocurement officers explor:d pessibilitdes for ohtaining Sovict publications ;
from several of lioscou's najor nublic librarics., iteaders! dards were applied for
4 at four libraries and ob+alnc.d at three pl' them; the card catalo rﬁ&s were exploroed;
g and tegt applications wers nade at two of the 1iorar1e:s for micrefilm copies of
a 11m1t»o nunber of pcrlodiwls of i"wm to the US Govermmént,

A Judgement as to the usefulness of :hese gi‘fnr‘bs must await tne sults |

the microfiln spplications, vromised for . '\ra.l by the libraries (aovie,t J,,;Lb;’ara.ea .

rornally roquire a month to six wecks, apd in practice often longer per:lnda to £i11

microfflm orders), The cwbassy's tentative conclusions are that, Hoscou's libraries
e are potentially cuite valuable s ;n*'crs, but that wnder present: conditicng, the
: ' aontm].s on their use largc ate tncj.r velue as a source of raw mtg:llﬂ,guma .
- 2 large scale, Miile tm:r-;; only lzi,xi’c.ed ¢vidence cn the way in vioioh tids., |
{ a‘ltuatﬁo;} might changs ia the future, thst which is availanle, plua the. rapqrt.in& -
4 officer's "feel™ Tcr tie matter, indiz au., that Soviet libraries gonerally, and .
' - those #bited in part‘fculdr, are gradually moving toward a mere liberal attit
: . on agcass, end that in time s and iven a.further overall Amprovement io Soviet-T8
ml.ztims s Sovist librarics right become,of use to the Jwasay as @ direct. largs«
soale source of microfilm:d vuulic: ‘tiense Until this hoppens, the li,brgrio:; wilk .
probably be mort useful 25 o scurce of information on narrowly defined hign priority
requiranents for publ,,_ «tions in those *)'(.L;:orles \hich ‘the Qwiat.s»do tknonal !

v m e s,

s&;xai tim .

- : Thfe umbassy'a publicatirns nroeocure: .mrt officers row have readers' carda akt'
g "bhw&q Mogcow libraries: tne Lenin Iibrozy, the All-Union Livrary of Poreign . .
Litsteture, snd the State Public Scientific-Technical Iibrary., An appligaticn at
the Fundanental Library of Cociel Sciences of the Academy of Sciences made on s
. -Dedember 23, 1960 was asuparently accerted uhsn the Imbassy was suddenly ;nfomed
that ttm application weuld have to be made through the Foreign Hindstry, -
dcme oni Daqe'nber 27, 1960 but no reply haa been received to date.

U-

. Remders' cars st the Lenin Iibrary are issued to meassy oﬁ‘icera
‘twnnty minutes after apvlicatirm. A brief printed form must be filled g
name paacc and dete of birth, identity cpra number, academic dcgrw, place of

mplmnt, and branch of knowledge in which the applicant wishes to
Iare wood for onc yea.r, and entitle the nearer to use of the libraz'x'
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